Livingstone Online (http://www. livingstoneonline.ucl.ac.uk) is a new venture based at the Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine at University College London. The website makes available the first scholarly, online edition of the medical and scientific correspondence of David Livingstone (1813-1873); the missionary, explorer, naturalist and doctor. The site will also include some of his manuscripts and published papers. Livingstone Online is publishing fully annotated transcripts and facsimiles of the letters and other documents. The Wellcome Trust has awarded Livingstone Online a three year project grant to realize its goals. Director of Livingstone Online is Christopher Lawrence, Professor Emeritus at UCL.
Together, the variety and range of Livingstone's papers constitute a unique historical and interdisciplinary resource. Over 2000 letters survive. These letters cover a vast range of subjects. Their contents include family and religious matters, observations on African customs, geography, the slave trade and a great deal relating to the details of the organization of expeditions. A large number of his letters contain material on science (notably astronomy and meteorology) and medicine. Natural historical accounts of flora and fauna are prominent. The Centre for Eighteenth-Century Studies at the University of York is planning a conference with international speakers on this theme to be held in York in April 2008. Our intention is to revisit the political, medical, and gender cultures of the eighteenth century, using the varied career and experiences of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu as a lens and point of reference. Rather than a personalised biographical approach, we consider this life as in some sense indicative of many important developments in the society and culture of the period. The significance of foreign travel, the role of scientific innovation, and the tensions of class and gender in urban sexual, political and literary cultures are key interests for historians of medicine, empire, women writers, and politics in the eighteenth century. We seek expressions of interest from those wishing to offer papers in these areas as we start to plan the strands and sessions of the conference. Suggestions and enquiries to: jcdg1@york.ac.uk or E.Major@shu.ac.uk
